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ABSTRACT. The work is devoted to the issue of cultural and historical tourism in Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. The current
state of this field is studied, and the author concludes that cultural-historical tourism has a powerful potential and can
become a strategic resource for the economy of both countries in the future, based on the analysis of materials on this
topic. Such prospects are determined by the correct approach to solving existing problems, favorable geographical
location, which caused Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan to be in the center of famous historical events in Eurasia, and the
Great Silk Road also passes through these countries. The cultural and historical heritage accumulated throughout the
history of the local population in these countries has a special character with its own ethnic flavor, rich philosophical
meaning, and is deeply embedded in history. All this creates great interest among tourists who want to not only receive
the standard services of a travel company, but also become spiritually enriched and learn about the culture and history
of the local people.

The development of cultural and historical tourism is closely related to the general tourism industry and, unfortunately,
it should be noted that these industries are experiencing certain difficulties in terms of infrastructure. Therefore, the
construction of strategic projects to solve the problems of this segment of the economy in the future can bring enormous
benefits for the states.

The purpose of the article "Cultural and historical tourism in Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan: development Trends and
Potential (1992-2023)" is to analyze the role of cultural and historical tourism in the economic and cultural development
of Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. The article aims to explore how the rich historical and cultural heritage of these countries
is used to attract tourists and stimulate economic growth. In addition, she emphasizes the importance of preserving
cultural heritage and its role in the strategy of tourism development in both countries.
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Kanacosa I'.3.

. CepikbaeBs atblHaafbl LLblFbic KazaKcTaH TEXHUKANbIK YHUBEPCUTETI, OCKEMEH K., KasakcTaH

Kbipfbi3cTaH meH Ka3aKctaHaafbl MaAeHU-TapUXU TYPU3M: faMy
YpAicTepi meH gamy aneyeri (1992-2023 »«.)

AHAATIA. Makana Kpeipfbi3cTaH meH KasakcTaHAafbl M3AEHU-TapuUXMU TYpuU3M maceneciHe apHanfaH. Ocbl canaHblH,
Kasipri Xafaalibl 3epTTen, aBTOp OCbl TaKblpbin 60MbIHWA MaTepuangapapl Tangay HerisiHae M3AEeHU-TapUXM TYPU3MHIH,
KYWTi noTeHuManbl 6ap aHe 6onalwakra eki engiH, SKOHOMMKACHI YLiH cTpaTernanbik pecypc 6ona anagbl perex
KOPbITbIHAbIFA Kenedi. MbIKTbl NOTEHUMANAbl NakganaHbin, 6ap macenenep pypbic WewimiH Tanca, byn cana
9KOHOMMWKaZa 63iHiH, OpHblH MeMAeHeTiHe engepaiH, Konaiabl reorpaduAnbik OpHanacybl, Kblpfbl3cTaH MeH
KasaKcTaHHbIH, Eypa3uaaafbl aurini Tapuxu okuUFanapabiH optacbiHaa 60nybl KaHe Yabl Kibek Konbl ga ocbl engep
apKblibl Tyi ceben 6onagbl. byn engepaeri XKeprinikti XanbIKTblH 6Mip cypy canTbl BYKiN TapuxbiHAA KUHAKTaNFaH
M3EHU-TaPUXM Mypacbl B3iHAIK 3THUKA/bIK MICIMEH, TAPUXKA TEPEH, TaMbIpbIH XalifaH 6ait dunocoduanbik MaHimeH
epeklue cMnaTka ne. OCbIHbIH, 6ap/blfbl TYPUCTIK KOMNAHUAHBIH, CTaHAAPTTbI KbISMETTEPIH anbin KaHa KOMMaWn, pyxaHu
6alibin, KeprinikTi XanblKTblH, M3AEHWETI MeH Tapuxbl Typaabl 6inim anfbicbl KeneTiH TypucTep apacbiHAa Y/IKeH
KbI3bIFYLLUbIIbIK TYAbIPAAbI.

MBaaeHU-Tapuxmu TypuaMAj [aMbITy Kaambl TyYpuU3mM canacbiIMeH Tblfbl3 6alNaHbICTbl KOHE, OKiHilKe opald,
MHPPaKYPbIbIMABIK KafblHaH 6yn cananap 6enrini 6ip KMbIHAbIKTapAbl 6acTaH Kewwipin XaTKaHblH alTa KETKEH XKeH.
CoHAbIKTaH, aBTOp 60/1allaKTa SKOHOMMKAHbIH, OCbl CEFMEHTIHIH, MacenenepiH Wewy YWiH cTpaTeruanbik *Kobanapapl
YKy3ere acblpy MeMIEKeTTep YLUiH opacaH 30p Nanga akenesi AereH onaa.

«KbIpfbi3cTaH MeH KasaKcTaHAafbl MIAEHU-TapuUXM TypuU3M: Jamy ypgictepi meH damy aneyeTi (1992-2023 xk.)»
MaKanacblHbIH, MaKcaTbl KbipFbi3cTaH MeH Ka3aKCTaHHbIH, SKOHOMMUKA/IbIK *KIHEe M3LEHU AAaMYbIHAAFbI M3AEHN-TapUXU
TYPU3MHIH, peniH Tangay 6onbin Tabblnagbl. MaKana ocbl engepgid, 6ai Tapuxu KaHe M3AEHWM MypanapbliHbIH,
TypUCTepAj TapTy KoHe 3KOHOMMKAbIK 6CyAi bIHTanaHAbIPY YLWiH Kafan nanAanaHblNaTbiHbIH 3epTTeyre 6afbiTTaAfaH.
CoHbIMEH KaTap, O/ M3AEHW MypaHbl CaKTayAblH, MaHbI3AbIbIFbIH XJHE OHbIH, €Ki engeri Typuamai [ambiTy
CTpaTernAcbiHAAFbl POiH aTan KepceTeai.

TYWIH CO3AEP: M3AEHUN-TAaPUXN TYPU3M, TYPU3IM, TapUXN Mypa, MIAEHU MYpPa, PYXaHU Mypa, CTPATErnANbIK pecypc,
9KOHOMMKA.

MYOLOENEP KAKTbIFbICbI: ABTOop myaaenep KaKTbIFbICbIHbIH ¥OKTbIFbIH Manimaena,.
KAPXbIJTAHAbIPY ¥OHE ANFbIC: 3epTTeyre aemeywinik Konaay KepceTiimeai (*keke pecypcrap).

[OMEKCO3 YLLIH: KanacoBa, I.3. (2026). KbipfbiacTaH MeH KasaKCcTaHAafbl MaAEHU-TapUXU TYPU3M: AaMy YpAicTepi MeH
namy aneyerti (1992-2023 k.). Social Sciences & Digital Humanities, 1(1), 188-200. https://doi.org/10.51885/3107-
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BocTouHo-KasaxcTtaHCKUIM TexHUYeckuii yHusepcuteT um. . Cepukbaesa, r. YcTb-KameHoropck, KasaxctaH

KynbTypHO-uUctopuyecknia Typmsm B KbiprbidctaHe u KasaxcraHe:
TeHAEHUMM U noTeHuman passutma (1992-2023 r.)

AHHOTALMUA. Pabota nocesweHa npobneme KynbTypHO-UCTOPUYECKOro Typuama B KbiprbidcTaHe u KasaxcrtaHe.
PaccmaTpuBaeTcsa coBpemeHHOe COCTOAHME AaHHOM OTPacau, M aBTOP Ha OCHOBE aHanM3a MaTepuanos No 4aHHOM Teme
[EeNaeT BbIBOA, O TOM, YTO KY/IbTYPHO-UCTOPUYECKUA TYPU3M MMEET MOLLHbIMA NOTEHLMAN U B byaylleM MOXKET CTaTb
CTPATErMYECKMM PECYPCOM A7 SKOHOMMUKU 06emnx cTpaH. Takue nepcnekTMebl NPU AOXKHOM NOAXOAE NPWU PeLueHnmn
MMeroLLmMxca Npobaem obycnaBANBAOTCA YAAYHbIM reorpaduyeckMm pacnoioKeHMem, NOCAYKMBLUMM NPUYUHOM TOTO,
yto KbipreidctaH M KasaxcTtaH HaxoAuAWUCb B LEHTPE M3BECTHbIX UCTOPUYECKUX COObITUM EBpasuu, Takke yepes 3Tu
CTpaHbl NpoxoauT Benukuit LWenkosbi MyTb. KynbTypHO-UCTOpPUYECKOE HAcneAne, HaKOMAEeHHOe 3a BCH UCTOPUIO
CYLLLEeCTBOBAHWMA MECTHOTO HAaCeNEHUSA B 3TUX CTPAHaX, UMEET YHUKabHbIN XapaKTep CO CBOMM 3THUYECKMMM KOJIOPUTOM,
6oraTbim GUNOCOPCKMM 3HaYeHWeM, yxoaawmi B mybb nctopun. Bce 3TO BbI3bIBAeT XKMBOM WHTEPEC Y TYPUCTOB,
KOTOpPbIE XOTAT NOMYYUTb HE TO/IbKO CTaHAAPTHbIE YC/YTU TYPUCTUHECKUX KOMMNAHWUI, HO lyXOBHO 060raTnUTbCA, MOYYNTb
3HAHWA O KYNbType U UCTOPUM MECTHOIO HaceneHus.

CTOWT OTMETUTb, YTO Pa3BUTUE KYIbTYPHO-UCTOPUYECKOIO TYpM3Ma TECHO CBA3AHO C TYPUCTUYECKOW CHEPOW B LIESIOM W,
K COXaneHwuto, B NaHe NMHPPACTPYKTYPbl 3STU OTPACAM UCMbITLIBAIOT ONpeseneHHble TpygHocTU. Mo3aTomy noctpoeHue
CTPaTermyeckMx NPOEKTOB A1 peLleHus npobnem AaHHOrO CermMeHTa 3KOHOMWMKM B Oyayllem MOryT MpUHECTU
KOJI0CCaIbHYO NPUBbINL ANA rOCyAapcTB.

Lienbto ctaTb «KynbTypHO-UCTOPUYECKUI Typu3M B Kbiprbi3cTaHe M KasaxcTaHe: TEHAEHLUMW U NOTEHLMAN Pa3BUTUA
(1992-2023 r.)» ABNAETCA aHAaNU3 POU KYNbTYPHO-UCTOPUYECKOTO TYPU3MA B SKOHOMMUYECKOM M KYJbTYPHOM Pa3BUTUK
KbiprbidctaHa u KasaxctaHa. CTaTbsl HanpaBaeHa Ha MccaefoBaHWe TOro, Kak boratoe Mctopuyeckoe U KylbTypHoe
Hacnegme 3TUX CTPaH UCMNOb3yeTca ANA NPUBAEYEHUA TYPUCTOB U CTUMYAUPOBAHUA SKOHOMMUYECKOro pocTta. Kpome
TOro, OHa NOAYEPKMBAET BAXKHOCTb COXPAHEHUA KY/NbTYPHOro Hacneaua U ero pojb B CTpaTerym passutua Typusama B
obenx cTpaHax.

K/NNIOYEBBIE C/IOBA: KynbTYpHO-UCTOPUYECKUIA TYpU3M, TYPWU3M, UCTOPUYECKOEe Hac/iegme, KynbTypHoe Haciegue,
[AYXOBHOe Hacneame, CTpaTerMyeckmin pecypc, IKOHOMMKa.

KOH®JIMKT MHTEPECOB: ABTOp 3aaBAsieT 06 OTCYTCTBUM KOHPIMKTA MHTEPECOB.

O®UHAHCUPOBAHUE U BNATOOAPHOCTWU: WccnepoBaHMe He MMENO CMNOHCOPCKOW noafepyKku (cobcTBeHHble
pecypcbl).

ONAa UUTUPOBAHMA: Kanacosa, I.3. (2026). KynbTypHO-UcTOpuYeckuit Typusm B KbiprbiacTaHe M KasaxcTaHe:
TeHAEeHUMM W noTeHuman passutua (1992-2023 r.). Social Sciences & Digital Humanities, 1(1), 188-200.
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INTRODUCTION

In the contemporary global economy, the tourism industry is one of the most important,
profitable, and dynamically developing sectors. Approximately 200 million people are employed in
tourism, accounting for about 8% of total global employment. Since 1998, tourism has ranked first in
global exports (according to data from the World Tourism Organization (WTO) and the International
Monetary Fund), and its growth rates have outpaced those of the global economy as a whole
(Bashkova, 2008).

In the modern world, where the achievements of technological progress occupy a dominant
place in human life, tourism is increasingly gaining importance as a recreational resource, enabling
individuals to feel connected to history, culture, and nature. Among the main types of tourism, cultural
and historical tourism occupies a special place, targeting audiences interested in exploring the
historical and cultural attractions of different countries. Historical and cultural sites include
monuments of history and culture that possess artistic, historical, and scientific value, serving as a
vast source of information and a national heritage of the people.

In order to actualize and promote the historical significance of a country, it is essential to
combine traditional tourism activities with cultural and historical tourism, particularly through
organizing such activities in territories rich in historical heritage. In our view, a systematic approach
to planning large-scale projects in the tourism sector, taking into account the historical and cultural
value of a region, can ultimately have a significant impact not only on the well-being of the population
but also serve as one of the key resources for enhancing a country’s economic potential in the global
arena. The development of tourism, including cultural and historical tourism, in many countries today
contributes to improving living standards, developing transport systems and logistics, creating jobs,
and expanding foreign trade relations, which ultimately has a positive effect on the formation of gross
domestic product. The social and economic benefits of historical and cultural tourism in the modern
global economy have elevated it to one of the three leading sectors of the national economy.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The author analyzes scholarly and expert materials on the research problem (including studies
by experts from Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan), applies a comparative method to determine the current
level of development of cultural and historical tourism in both countries, and, based on the synthesis
of the examined materials, presents her own interpretation of the issue.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan are countries endowed with a rich cultural heritage intertwined
with historical events associated with well-known Central Asian states and their rulers, as well as
with the famous cities located along the Great Silk Road. These monuments of antiquity and the
Middle Ages should undoubtedly serve as key attractions for tourists visiting these countries to
become acquainted with Central Asian culture and history, broaden their horizons, and achieve
spiritual enrichment.

The tourism industry in Kyrgyzstan has had a positive impact on the national economy.

Four major areas of tourism in Kyrgyzstan can be identified:

1) resort and recreational tourism, which generates approximately 90% of the sector’s total
revenue (represented by health resorts and recreational facilities in the Issyk-Kul, Chui, Osh, and
Jalal-Abad regions);

2) business tourism (about 1%), which can be subdivided into shopping tourism primarily
inbound wholesale buyers of goods from neighboring countries (Russia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan)
and conference tourism associated with private and public companies and organizations;

3) adventure tourism, including mountaineering, trekking, equestrian tourism, rafting, hunting,
and tours focused on the study of fauna, flora, geography, archaeology, geology, and related fields
(approximately 5%). This type of tourism represents a distinctive segment aimed at providing
travelers with unique and memorable experiences;



4) cultural and historical tourism, which, in contemporary terms, may be regarded as a national
brand that attracts foreign visitors due to the country itself as a socio-cultural environment (Bashkova,
2008).

Today, Kyrgyzstan is widely known for its high-mountain lakes and rivers, and tourism plays
a significant role in the country’s economic development. At the same time, the country attracts
considerable interest from those seeking to explore its history, including sites of both regional and
global significance.

More than five thousand historical and cultural monuments are located within the country,
including ancient cave settlements, runic inscriptions on boulders, rock carvings, stone statues,
medieval fortresses, and other archaeological remains. The Great Silk Road, which once passed
through this territory, left behind the ruins of cities and caravanserais.

Historical tourism in Kyrgyzstan is represented by such prominent sites as the Sulaiman-Too
Sacred Mountain (inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2009), the Uzgen Historical and
Architectural Complex, the Saimaluu-Tash Petroglyphs, and the Manas Gumbez. Tourists also visit
the historical and cultural zone Burana Tower, located on the ruins of the ancient city of Balasagun.

The Silk Roads: the Chang’an Tianshan Corridor was inscribed on the UNESCO World
Heritage List in 2014, and the Western Tien-Shan (including Sary-Chelek, Padysha-Ata, and Besh-
Aral) was added in 2016. In the Osh region, the city of Uzgen features a significant historical and
architectural complex; in the Jalal-Abad region stands the Shah Fazil Mausoleum; in the Naryn
region, visitors can explore the Tash Rabat Caravanserai; and in the Talas region is located the Manas
Gumbez (Borubaeva and Barakanova).

S. Yilmazel and G. Tashkulova emphasize that the Great Silk Road may occupy a special place
in Kyrgyzstan’s economy, noting that today the Silk Road holds particular significance for Western
tourists, for whom it is associated with Eastern mysticism and attracts interest as the cradle of Turkic
civilization.

Kyrgyzstan is one of the few countries in the world where pristine natural landscapes have been
preserved. In combination with Silk Road tourism, this endows the country with substantial potential
to attract visitors from across the globe. Although the routes of the Silk Road have changed over
thousands of years, the caravan paths passing through the territory of Kyrgyzstan have remained
largely intact, which has allowed the country to become a guardian of this ancient trade corridor.

For example, the Osh Bazaar in Bishkek has existed for several centuries, preserving the
traditions of historic trade routes.

The fact that Kyrgyzstan is situated along the principal route leading to Iran and Anatolia via
the Fergana Valley, as well as toward the countries of the Far East and China, grants the country
strategic significance and a competitive advantage over Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. As a result,
Kyrgyzstan has the potential to integrate into the global economy from a socio-cultural perspective
by presenting the historical and cultural values of Central Asia to the international community
(Yilmazel & Tashkulova, 2018).

Sh.Z. Elmuradov highlights the significant role of branding by explaining the concept of
regional branding. Discussing the relevance of regional branding for Kyrgyzstan’s economy, the
author considers one of the main factors for sustainable regional development to be the positive image
of the region, which plays a key role in enhancing the region’s resource potential and implementing
effective innovative projects that create new jobs.

The regional image through the development of tourism entrepreneurship and the attraction of
investments fulfills a central function in addressing various production and economic challenges and
increases both scientific and practical interest. In particular, the author examines sites in the Batken
region that possess historical, cultural, and tourism potential and can enhance the region’s image. By
discussing various ways to increase the region’s investment potential and considering the factors that
strengthen regional branding, the author concludes that studying these issues will allow for the
development of an effective system for regulating regional branding (Elmuradov, 2021).

The challenges of preserving the original appearance of the historical and cultural site
Sulaiman-Too are addressed by a group of experts. Located in the center of Osh, Sulaiman-Too holds



exceptionally high cultural value and was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2009.
According to the authors, certain measures are currently needed to establish the site’s true value in
accordance with international standards, as there are several violations that alter the overall landscape
and detract from the unique historical character of Sulaiman-Too. These violations include modern
and Soviet-era buildings and structures that are incompatible with the historic appearance of the site.
The authors recommend eliminating these disruptions and developing cultural and historical tourism
in the region (Smirnov, 2023).

Since gaining independence, Kyrgyzstan’s cultural and historical heritage has faced numerous
challenges, which led to the deplorable condition of many cultural and historical sites; some historical
monuments have completely disappeared or were on the verge of vanishing, as the state was unable
to provide adequate support for their preservation during the early years of independence.

Today, however, a new issue has emerged: the need to revitalize cultural and historical heritage
for the younger generation, so that they understand the importance of their country’s history and
culture not only for the nation’s self-identification but also as a crucial tool in the country’s economy.
Tourism in Kyrgyzstan has also been negatively affected by social and political upheavals, regional
ecological problems, and the pandemic.

Despite these challenges, tourism remains one of the key sectors of Kyrgyzstan’s economy,
requiring continued support from both the state and the population, along with a systematic approach
to addressing marketing and management issues using modern innovative technologies. Leveraging
the achievements of technological progress for the development of tourism including cultural and
historical tourism in today’s digitalized society is a critical condition for implementing large-scale
projects in the market, ensuring the attraction of tourists from around the world.

O.A. Moskalenko emphasizes the decisive role of internet technologies in Kyrgyzstan’s
economy, particularly in the tourism industry, noting that even during the pandemic, the digital sphere
helped create a broad platform for tourism development (Moskalenko, 2023).

Despite the fact that the number of tourists visiting Kyrgyzstan increases every year, the
country still cannot offer a well-developed infrastructure. This shortcoming is noticeable to any
traveler and negatively affects not only the tourism industry but also the development of all sectors
of the national economy.

Before gaining independence, during the Soviet period, the tourism sector was managed by
trade unions and primarily aimed at providing low-cost recreation for Soviet workers. Integration into
the global tourism network was not even considered, which, following the collapse of the USSR,
rendered the sector completely unprepared for market conditions.

Since the early 1990s, despite efforts to find a new development model, A. Kamalova notes that
Kyrgyzstan has lacked a systematic approach to addressing the challenges of the tourism industry
(Kamalova, 2019). This situation has resulted in many historical and cultural heritage sites falling
into poor condition, making it essential for the state to focus on their preservation and the
development of infrastructure in these historical regions. The author emphasizes the absence of
systematic management policies for example, a model similar to the Soviet era that could inform
major enterprises within the EAEU countries to attract corporate clients through long-term contracts.

Problems also persist in the air transport system, which offers a limited selection of carriers,
and the conditions for foreign passengers do not meet international standards (flight delays, lost
baggage, small allowances for free luggage, etc.). Consequently, the European Union has blacklisted
all Kyrgyz airlines. The ground transport system is very underdeveloped, and traveling by car
involves numerous difficulties related to accommodations, meals, road quality, and the lack of
information in foreign languages. These issues have remained unresolved even after significant
investments in the transport infrastructure that provides access to the country’s main attractions.

Equally important is the availability of highly qualified personnel for the tourism industry.
Although specialists are being trained in the country, the quality of education does not meet
international standards, which often results in negative feedback regarding hotel services, translator
services, and instructors for extreme sports tours such as rafting, skiing, mountaineering, and similar
activities.



According to A. Kamalova, addressing all of the aforementioned problems should form the
foundation for creating a developed tourism infrastructure that meets international standards
(Kamalova, 2019).

As for Kazakhstan, cultural and historical tourism is developing, and recent statistics indicate
that this sector is slowly but steadily gaining momentum. In 2022, the number of foreign tourists
visiting the country reached 610,000 (compared to 208,500 in the first nine months of 2021 and over
750,000 in the “pre-pandemic” year of 2019). The same year also saw a record number of domestic
tourists, reaching 8.6 million, which is 1.7 million more than in 2021. Experts note that the most
popular regions are Almaty, Astana, and Shymkent.

In the Almaty region alone, there are 2,363 historical and cultural monuments, including 1,862
archaeological sites and 501 architectural and urban development monuments. Among these, six are
listed as UNESCO World Heritage sites, and twelve are recognized as monuments of national
significance. Notable sites include the Tamgaly Archaeological Complex, the Issyk Burial Mounds,
Khan Tengri Peak, the Charyn Canyon, the Koylyk Settlement, the Kapaldy Batyr Mausoleum, the
site of the Orbulak Battle, the site of the Anyrakay Battle, the Altynemel Memorial Complex, the
Zherkent Mosque Architectural Complex, the site of the Karkara Battle, the Nauryzbai Batyr
Mausoleum, the Zh. Zhabaev Mausoleum, the Tamshybulak Spring, the Memorial for Victims of
Political Repression, and Kolsay Lake (Koichubaeva, 2023).

Considering such a rich cultural and historical heritage, D.S. Koichubaeva believes that tourism
is one of the most important tools for exploring and understanding the history and culture of
Kazakhstan in all its diversity. The development of a modern cultural and historical tourism system,
based on the country’s unique historical, cultural, and natural resources, will gradually allow
Kazakhstan to integrate into the global economic and cultural system, potentially becoming a
profitable sector for the state in the future (Koichubaeva, 2023).

The tourism policy of any state aims to create a modern and competitive tourism industry that
ensures the development of this sector as a key segment of the national economy and facilitates
gradual integration into the global tourism market. Today, international experts note that tourism in
Kazakhstan is developing steadily, and in the near future, the country has the potential to become a
prominent destination for travel and tourism. To achieve this, Kazakhstan possesses significant social,
historical, cultural, and natural resources.

These same international experts believe that their positive forecasts are supported by factors
such as the hospitality and friendliness of the Kazakh people, the country’s natural attractions, its
history, and the richness of its cultural and ethnic diversity, as well as its tourism infrastructure.
Among the main types of tourism, cultural and historical tourism is the most popular and widely
practiced, and in Kazakhstan, this segment continues to gain momentum each year.

There is a clear explanation for this phenomenon. The diversity and richness of cultural heritage
are fundamental characteristics of a civilized society and an integral component of national self-
identification. The national character, thought, literature, and art of Kazakhstan are complex and may
be difficult for outsiders to fully comprehend. It is precisely this intricate yet appealing uniqueness of
Kazakh history and culture that generates strong interest among foreign tourists.

The formation of the Kazakh people is closely linked to the history of numerous tribes and
peoples who have inhabited the vast territory of the country since ancient times, which inevitably
influenced the development of a distinct history and culture among the local population. Thus, it can
be assumed that the Kazakh people possess one of the richest cultural heritages in the region.

Until the 20th century, Kazakh culture remained primarily nomadic; nevertheless, over many
millennia, its evolutionary path was as complex and fascinating as that of other peoples. The nomadic
Kazakhs developed a unique way of thinking and social organization, representing a synthesis of both
Western and Eastern cognitive forms.

The geographical location of Kazakhstan, like that of Kyrgyzstan, accounts for its abundance
of historical and cultural sites. Situated at the heart of Eurasia, Kazakhstan became a crossroads of
some of the world’s oldest civilizations, ancient trade routes, and social, economic, cultural, and
ideological connections between the West and the East, the South and the North. The Great Silk Road



passed through Kazakhstan, and along its routes, states with distinct cultural, historical, and social
characteristics emerged and developed.

In terms of the number of historical and cultural monuments and natural resources, Kazakhstan
can be compared to countries such as China, India, the Mediterranean states, and those of the Middle
East. It would not be an exaggeration to say that the entire territory of Kazakhstan is, in essence, an
open-air museum. Many historical and cultural monuments are included on the UNESCO World
Heritage List, and the country’s rich cultural and historical heritage is represented by more than
25,000 monuments of history, archaeology, and monumental art, over 2,056,000 units of cultural
property preserved in the collections of 89 state museums, and 66,840,000 volumes of books, rare
manuscripts, and publications housed in 3,495 state libraries.

The catalyst for the development of cultural and historical tourism was the State Program
“Cultural Heritage,” which was launched in 2004.

The revitalization of tourism and recreational activities in the country is driven by national
policies aimed at implementing socio-economic reforms. The preservation and development of
tourism resources as a national heritage, as a means to improve quality of life, and as a resource for
fostering stable international understanding and partnerships represent a matter of state prestige and
of intergovernmental significance.

Tourism is one of the most effective sectors of the economy; therefore, today the state prioritizes
tourism as a key direction in the national economic strategy.

A.A. Kuralbayev pays particular attention to the southern region of Kazakhstan as the most
attractive for tourists, which led the author to designate this area as an independent tourism complex.
The author argues that for the cluster-based development of tourism, active participation by local
executive authorities is essential to create favorable conditions for private entrepreneurs, who serve
as the backbone of both the project and the economy, ensuring effective returns in this sector.

Kuralbayev especially emphasizes the need to establish a tourism cluster system in the South
Kazakhstan region, with centers in Turkestan and Kentau. In the vicinity of Shymkent, the cities of
Sayram, Tulkubas, Arys, and Lenger are identified as the most interesting for tourists (Kuralbayev,
2017).

From a historical and national-ethnographic perspective, a group of authors describe the Kazakh
yurt and traditional crafts such as felt production, mat weaving, embroidery, artistic handicrafts, and
various ornamental motifs. They examine the current state of cultural heritage in terms of the
country’s potential and the effectiveness of state programs aimed at preserving historical and cultural
heritage (Akimov et al., 2020).

Kazakhstan is home to numerous sacred sites known for their mystical stories and legends,
which hold a powerful, almost magical attraction for people. Even when the historical accuracy of
these stories is not supported by material evidence, people flock to these places and regard them as
holy.

Among such sites are Aulietau Peak and Ulytau (from Kazakh, meaning “Great Mountain™ or
“Big Mountain”), which, according to legend, is the birthplace of Zoroaster and was used in the
Middle Ages as a burial site for Chinggisid khans. These locations are also historically connected to
the six Alash tribes, the forebears of the Kazakh people, and have long been places where pivotal
decisions for the nation were made.

Not far from Ulytau, on Edige Peak, lie the burial sites of Bi Edige and Toqtamish Khan of the
Golden Horde, founders of the Nogai Horde (14th—15th centuries). Historical events from their lives
are recounted in many Turkic epics and were first mentioned in the writings of the Arab scholar Ibn
Arabshah.

According to legend, Altyn Shoky Mountain (“Golden Peak™) is the site where Tamerlane
erected a stone monument inscribed with characters made from a meteorite alloy. This artifact is now
housed in a museum in Saint Petersburg.

In central Kazakhstan, the Terekti Aulie historical and cultural complex includes rock
petroglyphs, Neolithic human settlements, Bronze Age necropolises, and Iron Age burial mounds.
This area is of interest both to tourists and to the international scientific community.



According to ancient legends, during the period of the Golden Horde, mausoleums for Bolgan
Ana, Zhuban Ana, and Belgen Ana were constructed on the banks of the Sarysu River. These
structures are notable for their intricate and unique architecture, with the mausoleum of Zhuban Ana
(Zhuan Aulie) a 11th-century monument holding a special place and venerated by locals as an “aulie
mola” (sacred tomb).

Another mysterious figure is Dombayul, in whose honor a mausoleum was erected during the
pre-Islamic period of the 8th-9th centuries. Scholars believe that Dombayul is a composite or
symbolic character rather than a historical person, although some versions suggest that Dombayul is
mentioned in the epic Oghuz-Name as a musician.

Also notable are the mausoleums of Jochi Khan (son of Genghis Khan), dating back to the 12th-
13th centuries, and Alash Khan (the progenitor of the three zhuzes), constructed in the 10th-11th
centuries.

In southern Kazakhstan stands the 12th-century Aisha Bibi Mausoleum, distinguished by its
unique architecture and revered by locals as a pilgrimage site for women wishing to have children.
Just twenty steps away is the mausoleum of Aisha Bibi’s beloved nurse, Babadzhan Khatun. This
mausoleum is notable for its distinctive sixteen-ribbed tent-shaped dome (Uaisova et al., 2020).

On June 27,2019, Charyn Canyon was included in the list of sacred monuments of Kazakhstan.
Six sites in Kazakhstan are included in the UNESCO World Heritage List as cultural heritage
(UNESCO, n.d.).

1) The Khoja Ahmed Yasawi Mausoleum in Turkestan (2003);

2) The Tamgaly Petroglyphs in the Almaty Region (2004);

3) The Steppes and Lakes of Sary-Arka (2008);

4) The Chang’an—Tian Shan Corridor of the Great Silk Road (2014);

5) The Western Tien Shan (2016);

6) The Turanian Deserts of the Temperate Zone (2023).

The limited scope of this work does not allow for a detailed presentation of the full range of
cultural and historical zones in Kazakhstan. For example, many experts emphasize the enormous
resources of this rich country, noting the high potential of its regions for cultural and historical
tourism, provided that strategic projects are properly developed.

From the perspective of strategic resources in this area, regions such as Mangystau Province
attract significant interest (Kubessova & Tursinbayeva, 2015). For instance, the Northern Ustyurt can
be highlighted as an appealing site for educational and exploratory tourism (Ahmedeenova et al.,
2020). Northern Ustyurt is one of the country’s remarkable treasures, possessing crucial historical
and cultural heritage of nomadic culture. This territory contains several thousand sacred historical,
cultural, architectural, and archaeological monuments, impressive not only for their quantity but also
for their quality and uniqueness. These include ancient necropolises, settlements, cultural complexes,
mausoleums, kulpytas steles, tombstones, and more.

Western Kazakhstan can contribute to the development of cultural and historical tourism in the
country, according to the research of T.Z. Rysbekov on the history of the Bukey Horde, the life and
activities of Zhangir Khan, and related topics (Rysbekov, 2021).

The Sarayshyk historical and cultural complex in Atyrau Region, opened in 1999 and granted
national status in 2018, attracts tremendous educational interest. The site houses approximately 4,000
artifacts from medieval Sarayshyk, and each year the museum welcomes over 15,000 tourists
(Mukhtar, 2019).

One of the priority areas of state policy should be the development of projects aimed at ensuring
the accessibility of both domestic and international tourism for the population. In Kazakhstan,
intensive efforts are underway to create an attractive image of the local tourism environment.
Promoting the progressive development of the country’s tourism sector ensures sustainable
employment growth, the development of related industries, and the attraction of investment into the
domestic economy, thereby increasing the share of the national tourism industry in the international
tourism market.



In this context, attention should be given to the proposals of certain experts. In particular, a
group of specialists on this issue recommends a cluster approach, which involves the integrated use
of the labor market and qualified tourism infrastructure to establish regional industrial centers as a
type of cultural-tourism cluster.

Prospective competitiveness creates advantages for the country in the domestic market, shaping
national competitiveness. Each competitive firm contributes to improving the quality of services
offered by other firms, and this close interconnection is referred to as a cluster.

The main areas of interaction through which cluster advantages are distributed usually involve
key sectors such as information exchange, the dissemination of innovations, new opportunities for
competition and development, and novel synergies between people and resources. According to the
authors, applying a cluster approach in tourism allows enterprises within the cluster to enhance their
competitiveness, improve operational efficiency, and stimulate innovation in the development of new
tourist offerings.

For Kazakhstan, positioning itself as a tourism hub in the Central Asian region holds strategic
importance. In developing a cluster-based method for tourism in Kazakhstan, the authors recommend
modeling it on a similar cluster in Japan. They argue that the Japanese cluster is most suitable for
Kazakhstan due to similarities in aspects of national mentality. Based on their proposal, six clusters
should be identified in Kazakhstan:

1) Astana - the Heart of Eurasia;

2) Almaty - the Center of the Free Cultural Zone;

3) The Treasures of Altai;

4) Nomadic Civilization and the Unity of Nature;

5) The Great Silk Road;

6) The Caspian Gate.

The innovative method proposed in this work for advancing the tourism industry in Kazakhstan,
according to the author, could serve as the foundation for a full-scale state project (Dabyltayeva et
al., 2019).

The greatest challenge for tourism in Kazakhstan is the population’s focus on outbound tourism,
not to mention foreign visitors. Within the tourism industry, more than 60 percent is accounted for by
outbound tourism, while inbound tourism represents only 6 percent (Kuralbayev, 2017). The first
step, therefore, is to capture the interest of the local population before promoting the tourism product
to foreign consumers.

The most pressing issue in this sector is poor infrastructure. The development level of the
tourism industry largely depends on the conditions the country can offer tourists, which in turn rely
on transportation, services, and communication. All these sectors in Kazakhstan’s economy are
currently in poor condition and cannot adequately satisfy domestic tourists, let alone discerning
foreign visitors. Traveling across the country is often fraught with difficulties related to food, lodging,
and the lack of basic services such as sanitary facilities, pharmacies, and hotels. Furthermore, travel
during the warmer months may be hindered by limited availability or high costs of air and train tickets.
It is also worth noting that Soviet-era trains are still in operation in Kazakhstan, offering travel
conditions comparable to “extreme” tourism experiences.

Kazakhstan’s tourism industry suffers from a shortage of specialized personnel, which results
in very low service quality at many historical and cultural sites. Therefore, it is necessary to improve
the quality of education in the country so that workforce training meets international standards.
Additionally, the sector lacks a comprehensive marketing strategy, and advertising remains the main
factor shaping the tourism market as a whole. The absence of information about the country’s vast
historical and cultural resources leads to the loss of a significant number of potential tourists.

All of the above-mentioned shortcomings in tourism infrastructure explain the stagnation
observed in this sector.

In turn, the author believes that, given the vast natural and historical-cultural resources of both
countries, attention should be paid to creative methods that could attract foreign tourists. Kazakhstan
and Kyrgyzstan have the potential to become a focal point of interest as the historical and cultural



center of Central Asia, using the tools offered by today’s technological age. The history of both
countries could, for instance, serve as the basis for outstanding historical films that draw inbound
tourists specifically interested in history and culture similar to how Turkey, Korea, and China promote
their tourism products through cinematic adaptations of their histories.

Alternatively, media personalities and popular video bloggers could be engaged to popularize
national culture and history on social networks, in short video clips, and other digital formats.
Considering the prominence of social media, which plays a central role in promoting any product,
including tourism, the author emphasizes the need to focus on the innovative aspect when developing
state programs. The world does not stand still, and accordingly, state policy must adapt to today’s
societal realities. Developing strategies and projects without considering the requirements of the
modern consumer cannot achieve their objectives; therefore, developers should integrate innovative
methods and creative approaches into the implementation of state programs to meet the expectations
of potential tourists.

CONCLUSION

In summary, it can be concluded that both Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan possess significant
potential to transform historical and cultural tourism into a strategic resource for the state. Despite
certain challenges in this sector, Kyrgyzstan currently outpaces Kazakhstan in tourism development,
as the returns from its tourism segment already have a tangible impact on the national economy.

As for Kazakhstan, an analysis of the literature indicates that this type of tourism, and the
tourism sector in general, requires systematic development of strategic projects to ensure that the
country’s enormous tourism potential becomes a major and effective economic sector. Experts in the
field are already addressing this issue, as evidenced by numerous studies on the country’s historical
and cultural zones, challenges in the tourism industry, and proposed solutions to transform tourism
into a strategic national resource.

Today, the tourism industry in both countries represents one of the most promising sectors of
the national economy, making state policy in tourism a frequent subject of scholarly discussion. Some
proposals merit particular attention because they are based on international experience and could
serve as essential tools for achieving high levels of tourism development.

According to the author, developers of state tourism programs should consider that the
effectiveness of government regulation in this sector directly depends on the methods of
implementation. Specifically, attention should be given to the integration of innovative approaches
into the execution of state programs, as modern tourist expectations are closely linked to scientific
and technological progress. These advances offer new opportunities for promoting goods and
services, and the tourism industry must fully leverage the possibilities of the contemporary world to
bring its products to the global market.

REFERENCES

Ahmedenov, K. M., Sdykov, M. N., & Ramazanov, S. K. (2020). Historical and cultural heritage of
the Northern Ustyurt as an object of sacred geography and educational tourism. Vestnik ZKU, No.
4(80), pp. 332-355. (In Russ.)

Akimov, Zh. M., Syzdykbaeva, B. U., & Shilibekova, B. (2020). Characteristics of ethnic tourism
resources of Kazakhstan in the context of the historical and cultural heritage of the Kazakh people.
Vestnik Toraighyrov University. Humanities Series, No. 3, pp. 80-95. (In Russ.)

Bashkova, O. P. Prospects for the development of historical and cultural tourism in Kyrgyzstan (Issyk-
Kul region) [Electronic resource]. Available at:
https://arch.kyrlibnet.kg/uploads/Bashkova%?200.P.pdf (In Russ.).

Borubaeva, 1. 1., & Barakanova, A. T. The significance of historical and cultural monuments in the
development of tourism in Kyrgyzstan // Issyk-Kul State University named after K. Tynystanov
[Electronic resource]. Available at: https://nbisu.moy.su/ 1d/5/538 Borubaeva Barak.pdf (In
Russ.).


https://arch.kyrlibnet.kg/uploads/Bashkova%20O.P.pdf
https://nbisu.moy.su/_ld/5/538_Borubaeva_Barak.pdf

Dabyltaeva, N. E., Byuzheeva, B. Z., & Tokbergenova, U. A. (2019). Features of domestic and
inbound tourism in Kazakhstan and its development directions. Vestnik Toraighyrov University.
Economic Series, No. 3, pp. 53-70. (In Kaz.).

Jylmazel, S., & Tashkulova, G. K. (2018). The historical Silk Road and the development of Silk Road
tourism in Kyrgyzstan. Symbol of Science: International Scientific Journal, No. 9, pp. 14-16. (In
Russ.).

Kamalova, A. Problems and prospects of tourism infrastructure development in the Kyrgyz Republic
[Electronic resource]. Available at: https://www.avekon.org/papers/2231.pdf

(In Russ.).

Kojchubaeva, D. S. (2023). Historical and cultural heritage, brands, and tourism in Kazakhstan. In
300th Anniversary of the Russian Academy of Sciences — Archaeology and Ethnography of
Siberia: Traditions, Schools, and Discoveries: Proceedings of the LXIII Russian (with international
participation) Archaeological and Ethnographic Conference of Students and Young Researchers,
Novosibirsk, April 26-29, 2023 (pp. 360-361). Novosibirsk: Institute of Archaeology and
Ethnography, Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences. (In Russ.).

Kuralbaev, A. A. (2017). Cultural and historical tourism of the South Kazakhstan region as a resource
for international tourism. In Problems of Modern Economics: Proceedings of the XXXVI
International Scientific and Practical Conference, Novosibirsk, January 13—03, 2017 (pp. 78—84).
Novosibirsk: Limited Liability Company "Center for the Development of Scientific Cooperation".
(In Russ.).

Kubesova, G. T., & Tursinbaeva, K. S. (2015). Historical and cultural prerequisites for the
development of recreation and tourism in the Mangistau region. Bulletin d'Eurotalent-FIDJIP, No.
4, pp. 106—110. (In Russ.).

Moskalenko, O. A. (2023). Trends in tourism development in Kyrgyzstan. Izvestiya of the Issyk-Kul
Forum of Accountants and Auditors of Central Asian Countries, No. 3(42), pp. 24-31. (In Russ.).

Mukhtar, A. Q., & Diyarova, Zh. K. (2019). The development history of the Sarayshyq museum-
reserve. BQU Habarshysy, No. 4(76), pp. 404—411. (In Kaz.).

Official website of UNESCO [Electronic resource]. Available at: https://whc.unesco.org/ru/list

(In Russ.).

Rysbekov, T. Z., Fedele, A., & Ysqaqova, D. E. (2021). The history of Bokei Orda and its role in the
development of tourism in the region. BQU Habarsysy, No. 2(82), pp. 184—-190. (In Kaz.).

Smirnov, Yu. N., Alishov, A. A., Raimzhanova, D. S., & Tazhidinov, I. S. (2023). Conservation and
development of the Sulaiman Mountain landscape in the city of Osh as an object of historical and
cultural heritage research on the Great Silk Road. Izvestiya of the Kyrgyz State Technical
University named after [. Razzakov, No. 3(67), pp. 313-319. (In Russ.).

Uajsova, A., Usubalieva, S. D., & Rakymzhanova, S. S. (2020). Sacred tourism in the hospitality
industry of Kazakhstan. Central Asian Economic Review, No. 3(132), pp. 152—-164. (In Russ.).

Jelmuratov, Sh. Z. (2021). The role of regional branding in promoting the image of regions of

Kyrgyzstan. Izvestiya VUZov Kyrgyzstana, No. 3, pp. 62-65. (In Kaz.).

Information about the author
Kapassova Gulnara Zagiderovna — master of Archaeology and Ethnology, D. Serikbayev East
Kazakhstan technical university, Ust-Kamenogorsk, Kazakhstan, E-mail: GKapassova@edu.ektu.kz,
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0008-1101-3997

ABTOpP TypaJjibl MJliMeTTep
Kanacoa I'yibnHapa 3aruaepoBHa — apxeosyorusi xoHe sTHosorusi maructpi, J[. Cepikbaes
areiHgarel eiFpic KasakcTan TexXHHKaNbIK yHHUBEpcuTeTi, OckemeH K., Kaszakcran, E-mail:
GKapassova@edu.ektu.kz , ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0008-1101-3997

Cgenenusi 00 aBTope


mailto:GKapassova@edu.ektu.kz
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-1101-3997
mailto:GKapassova@edu.ektu.kz
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-1101-3997

KanacoBa [I'yibHapa 3arumgepoBHa — MarucTp apxeoJIoTMM W ATHOJOTUM, BocTodHo-

Kazaxcranckuii texunueckuii ynusepeutet uM. J1. Cepukbaesa, I. Yerb-Kamenoropcek, Kazaxcran, E-
mail: GKapassova@edu.ektu.kz, ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0008-1101-3997



mailto:GKapassova@edu.ektu.kz
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-1101-3997

